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Matt Ryerson to help 
United Way in funding process

    Matt Ryerson, Project Director of the Safe Schools/Healthy 
Students program, has joined United Way of Bradley County to help in 
the administration of funds from the sale of Bradley Memorial Hospital.

     The 36-year-old Ryerson has been with 
the Safe Schools/Healthy Students 
program since 2005, helping the program 
in the management of a $9 million federal 
grant designed to help create a safe 
school environment in Cleveland and 
Bradley County. Now, he will lend his 
expertise to helping United Way meet 
other needs in the community as 
coordinator of the Bradley Memorial 
Hospital Endowment Fund.

     “We are pleased to have someone of 
Matt’s knowledge and experience working 
with us in this process,” said United Way 
of Bradley County President and CEO Brenda Abel. “He will work with 
our staff and volunteers to help make sure the monies we have 
available will go toward helping those in need in our community.”

     The United Way Executive Committee has contracted with Ryerson 
to help design the grant application and distribution process for the 
funds. Other duties will include conducting grant writing workshops for 
potential fund recipients and designing an evaluation process to 
measure outcome effectiveness for those entities receiving funds.



     Ryerson will also serve as the primary contact for the fund within 
the community and speak at a variety of forums upon request. He will 
continue to serve in his present capacity with the Safe Schools/Healthy 
Students program.

     “We hope to create a process of administration that will allow us to 
be good stewards of this funding,” Ryerson said. “The system of fund 
distribution will be deliberate, intentional and thoughtful to ensure the 
most effective use of this funding.”

     Ryerson has been meeting with community leaders and volunteers 
to help design the grant application and distribution process. An 
announcement of how to apply for funding and the process involved 
will be announced in the next few months.

     Funds to be distributed will be from the interest received from the 
hospital sale proceeds being managed by the United Way of Bradley 
County. Other funds from the sale of the hospital are being managed 
by Bradley County.

     “These funds will serve to make a better Bradley County for years 
to come,” Ryerson said.

     The Bradley Memorial Hospital Endowment Fund is separate from 
the United Way of Bradley County campaign.

     “While these are separate from the United Way campaign, I know 
that the United Way reputation helped to make the decision for the 
agency to administer these monies easier for those involved,” said 
Ryerson, who praised the United Way’s Fund Distribution process for 
its agencies, programs and services.

    “I am excited and honored to join such a well-respected team at the 
United Way, and I only hope I can contribute to the goals and missions 
of this important agency,” he added.

     Ryerson has a Bachelor’s degree in Education from Bowling Green 
State University, and an Executive Juris Doctor (Law Degree) from 
Concord University Law School. He and his wife Heather have one son, 
2-year-old Jackson, and a second child on the way.


